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Corona Closes Colleges
SAMANTHA PEAN
Staff Reporter

  In recent years, the Charlotte 
Catholic community has had to 
rally in response to new situations 
that impact it
  In past years these threats have 
mostly been natural disasters. 
However, the COVID-19 or Coro-
navirus outbreak, which is now a 
pandemic and has sent the country 
into a state of national emergency, 
creates a new challenge for CCHS 
as the community prepares to con-
duct distance learning from March 
17 to at least May 15. 
  Not only have high schools 
throughout the nation switched to 
online learning, but most colleges 
have also made the permanent 
switch for the rest of the semester. 
For prospective high school stu-
dents, this means no on-campus 
activities such as college tours, 
interviews, or accepted student 
events. These changes can have 
heavy impacts on the application 
process. Senior Katrina Nilles 
said, “ Touring my potential col-

leges was one of the best parts 
about applying to college. It 
played a big role in my decision.” 
  Touring colleges shows the 
institution that you are genuinely 
interested in attending. Demon-
strated interest can set applicants 
apart from 
the masses. 
Overall, the 
outbreak 
has made 
it signifi-
cantly more 
difficult for 
students, 
especially 
Juniors, 
to reflect 
demonstrat-
ed interest 
in their top 
schools. 
Many uni-
versities understand this and have 
taken it upon themselves to still 
try and create that “tour experi-

ence.” For example, the Universi-
ty of South Carolina and Virginia 
Tech have attempted to create vir-
tual opportunities for students to 
see their campus and demonstrate 
an interest in attending. 
  However, the atmosphere of a 

university is 
difficult to gage 
through a com-
puter screen. 
When asked how 
the cancellation 
of tours affected 
her, Junior Ni-
cole Salinas said 
“Not being able 
to go and see the 
campus and have 
a feel for what 
life there would 
be like is very 
stressful because 
when the time 

comes, you might be applying to a 
school you don’t enjoy”  
  Most colleges require standard-

ized test scores from students ap-
plying. Springtime is an important 
standardized testing season for 
juniors. The May SAT, which is 
conducted by the College Board, 
has been canceled in light of re-
cent events. The College Board is 
still holding out hope for the June 
SAT. However, with fewer op-
portunities to get a good score, the 
pressure on students, especially 
those with deadlines starting in 
fall, has risen significantly. 
  The Coronavirus outbreak 
has tested the adaptive skills of 
schools at all levels, students, 
and the entire country overall. 
With the cancellation of so many 
aspects crucial to the admissions 
process, the outbreak will most 
likely modify the typical college 
application process for future 
students. 
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Teachers Talk About Corona 
TESS MULLIGAN
Staff Reporter

  Uncertainty perpetuates fear.  In this 
frightening and worrisome time, questions 
are swirling through the school community.  
A way to be proactive is to learn how this 
virus will affect our lives now and in the 
future.  Online school is a completely dif-
ferent and unknown environment.  As in all 
new things, there will be a learning period 
where teachers, students and administrators 
must learn to adapt to a new system, but 
from there, the Charlotte Catholic commu-
nity can improve  to make online learning 
as smooth and efficient as possible. 
  Some questions students are asking 
include“How are we going to be doing 
online school?  Will my grades be ok?  
What kind of problems will I encounter?  
Are final exams still scheduled?” among  
others.  
  First, online school will be conducted 
through a variety of platforms such as 
Google Classroom and PlusPortals. Mrs. 
Winters, the department head for math, 
is using Google Classroom, PlusPortals, 
Quizziz, and AP Classroom. So far she 
has not run into many problems, though 
she misses her students. As far as teach-
ing criteria, Mrs. Winters is using the sites 
previously listed as well as videoing herself 
teaching the notes and along with adding 

practice for her students.  
  Just Mrs. Winters has been very proactive 
with her students, Mrs. Zimmer has also 
been working hard with her Social Studies 
students.  Similarly to Mrs. Winters, Mrs. 
Zimmer has also been using Google Class-
room, PlusPortals, and Google Meet to 
send the information and criteria to her stu-
dents. She has been working to find what is 
an acceptable amount of work for a student 
without overloading them.  She advises her 
students to maintain a steady work method 
as well as keeping high grades as if this 
was a normal school day.  Mrs. Zimmer 
is looking to give assessments through 

Google Meet for her honor course students, 
but is still toying around with ideas.
  Both teachers expect to see grades im-
prove this quarter.  The benefit of being 
able to communicate and work through 
problems with other students at any time of 
day adds an element  helpful to some stu-
dents’ mode of learning.  Along with this, 
some teachers are taking many assessments 
as completion grades.
  The biggest concern so far is how teach-
ers are planning to get the “human ele-
ment” of teaching across to their students.  
It is a vital part of learning, and if done 
incorrectly, it can harm a student’s ability 

to clearly understand some topics . Both 
Mrs. Zimmer and Mrs. Winters acknowl-
edged that getting this element across is 
complicated.  Though it is difficult, it is not 
impossible.  She understands this process 
has been arduous and wants students to 
know that she will do anything she can to 
help them.
  Mrs. Zimmer is planning to have one and/
or two Google Meet sessions per week so 
that she can see and work with her stu-
dents.  She also mentioned that some other 
teachers are teaching through YouTube or 
sending out powerpoints with voice record-
ings playing over them.
  Although this shift to online learning has 
been tough for some, it is something that 
will become easier and easier with practice 
along with trial and error.  What we all 
need to remember is that teachers are hu-
man.  Students are human.  None of us will 
be perfect on the first go around but what 
we can all do, is be patient, work with your 
teachers and students, reach out and give 
feedback in a polite manner.  Together will 
we grow and together we will get through 
this.
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Pandemic Pauses Service Plans

FRANNY TOCCO
Staff Reporter
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  In light of the coronavirus sparking 
chaos and concern, several events in 
Charlotte Catholic’s schedule have 
been cancelled or postponed until 
further notice. The mission trips for 
Charlotte Catholic students, includ-
ed, has been postponed till June.
  Many students are unable to make 
this June date because of summer 
plans, sports, as well as the unknown 
future where the world will be dur-
ing the summer in relations to the 
virus. Several students were at a loss 
because of this and were looking 
forward to helping the less fortunate 
in Puerto Rico or Jamaica.
  “I feel bad that we can’t help 
people,” said junior at Charlotte 
Catholic Joseph Tully. “I was go-
ing on the Jamica field trip and was 
looking forward to having fun, but 
also helping those in serious need.” 
  Many other students feel the same 
way. This once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence, because of a virus, has been 
taken away. “I was going on the 
Puerto Rico field trip” says junior 
Rachel Vigre. “It was my first mis-

sion trip and I was really looking 
forward to it as so many of my 
friends have gone on them and had a 
great time.”
  Because of the quick decision, 
students also were not refunded 
for their trip, spending upwards 
of $1,000 on a trip that has been 
cancelled. At first, administration 
declared the mission trip postponed 
but with only an increase in the coro-
navirus, the trips were eventually 
cancelled. 
  “ I completely understand why they 
don’t want us leaving the country 
or being in close quarters with our 
fellow students and strangers” says 
junior Pilar Zamarano. “I was trying 
to go on the trip anyway just with 
another student because our parents 
lost the money they spent on it. But, 
now they’re shutting down travel 
and asking us not to leave our houses 
so it would have been cancelled 
either way.”
  “I went on the one to Puerto Rico 
last year” adds Joe Tully. “It was so 
much fun and I loved meeting new 

people and immersing myself into a 
different culture.” “The Jamaica trip 
seemed awesome too and it sucks 
that we can’t go on it, but there’s 
next year.”
  While juniors and sophomores still 
have a shot at next year’s trips, the 
seniors are at a loss because they 
no longer have the opportunity too. 
Originally rescheduled for mid-
June, the mission trips have been 

cancelled for the year of 2020. “We 
cannot help people if we do have 
or receive the virus, so it is best to 
contain it while we still can,” says 
junior Austin Wright. 
  Charlotte Catholic students face the 
trials of coronavirus first hand but 
still look for opportunities to help 
others locally, starting with isolating 
themselves from possibly receiving 
this terrible virus. 
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The Rise of the Quaranteens
TOMMY CUSACK
Staff Reporter
  Amidst the outbreak of the Coronavi-
rus teens all over the world have had to 
adjust to their new lives which include 
an indefinite quarantine, online or dis-
tance learning, and social distancing. 
  The Coronavirus has been now la-
beled a global pandemic striking fear 
and panic into 
the hearts of the 
public.
   Teens have taken 
to social media to 
advise their fellow 
peers to do their 
part to stop the 
spread of the virus 
by social distanc-
ing. Senior Grant 
Conner said, “The 
Coronavirus is no 
joke; it’s already 
getting out of 
hand. We all must 
do our part to 
prevent the spread 
of the virus”.  
   Quarantine has 

limited the vast range of activities a 
teen could participate in on a day to 
day basis. Many gyms, movie theatres, 
and other sources of entertainment have 
temporarily shut down due to the sever-
ity of the virus.
   Because of the recent closures, the 

number of people “gaming” has in-
creased drastically. Senior Christian 
Kropac said, “This is the most people I 
have ever seen online at a time I can’t 
think of any other way to spend my 
time besides playing games the virus 
has really limited my options”. 

  Online or distance 
learning has been an 
adjustment for stu-
dents. Senior Dylan 
Chromy had this to 
say about the new 
learning methods: “It 
has been an adjust-
ment for sure but I 
feel that with numer-
ous assignments 
teachers are giving 
us. My gades will 
improve significantly 
but the workload has 
definitely increased 
since we’ve been out 
of school” Although 
Covid-19 appears to 
get worse and worse 

everyday CCHS students are optimistic 
and hope to be back in school come 
March 30th.
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Students Score a Success at Science Olympiad

JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter
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  Charlotte Catholic’s Science 
Olympiad team recently competed 
in the regional tournament at the 
Phillip O. Berry Academy of Tech-
nology and did really well. Despite 
some setbacks and illnesses among 
the team, they pulled through, win-
ning a number of awards and best-
ing the majority of the competition.
  Out of 22 schools, the Varsity 
team placed 5th, qualifying for the 
state tournament. Varsity placed 6th 
in Astronomy and Codebusters, 4th 
in Experimental Design, Machines, 
and Ping Pong Parachute, 3rd in 
Anatomy and Physiology, Detector 
Building, Water Quality, and Wright 

Stuff, 2nd in Ornithology, 
and 1st in Write It, Do It. 
The team is very proud 
of their performance this 
year.
  The JV team placed 7th 
out of 13 teams. This may 
not seem super impres-
sive, but they had only 9 
members, significantly 
less than Varsity and most 

of the other teams as well. Consid-
ering that, JV also has even more 
reason to be proud of their achieve-
ments. JV placed 4th Ornithology 
and Protein Modeling, 3rd in Ping 
Pong Parachute and Boomilever, 
and 2nd in Wright Stuff.
  Mr Buzichowski, the team’s 
coach, said, “Our goal this year was 
to improve on our rookie season last 
year and qualify for the State Tour-
nament. Even though we had some 
people drop out at the last minute 
due to illness, we had enough depth 
that we were able to make the 
adjustments and still improve as 

a team. We had a substantial im-
provement over last year when the 
varsity finished 9th.” He also said, 
“The changes did impact our JV 
team quite a bit and we had to drop 
out of a number of events, but we 
did well in the events we partici-
pated in.”
  Unfortunately, due to the recent 
outbreak of the Coronavirus, tour-
naments all over the nation have 
been cancelled, meaning the Varsity 
team won’t be able to compete this 
year. Mr. Buichowski said, “It’s a 
bit of a loss, but absolutely neces-
sary and understandable. I feel for 
this year’s seniors that spent two 
years working hard, improving 
and making it to State, but won’t 
be able to experience it. We’ll just 
have to do it again next year and let 
them know.”
  He concluded, “Overall, I was 
satisfied with our preparations and 
how the tournament went.  You can 
always practice more, but given this 
was our second year and we were 

transitioning to a student run team, 
it went quite well.  We have plenty 
of opportunities for improvement 
next year, but we should feel good 
about how we did this year. Finally, 
I’d like to thank Mrs Hilderbrand 
for her support, the members of 
the science department that helped 
too, and Dr Leahy and Mr Telford 
for also being big supporters of the 
team.”
  Congratulations should go to all 
students on the team for a great per-
formance this year and the school 
community will look forward to 
their success next year..
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Baseball Season Strikes Out

BOBBY VERRIER
Staff Reporter
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  Charlotte Catholic’s Varsity Baseball 
Team’s season may be over before it 
truly gets going, due to the overwhelm-
ing and unprecedented attack of CO-
VID-19. North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association’s commissioner 
Que Tucker decided to suspend all 
athletic activities across North Carolina 
state for at least one month, which may 
last longer. 
  Despite this, Charlotte Catholic’s 
baseball team did not get off to the best 
start in the four games they did play, 
losing all four. After finishing the 2019 
season with a dismal record of 3-18, 
the Cougars hoped for a better start 
to their 2020 campaign, and have not 
seen that yet, currently holding an 0-4 
record. 
  The team kicked off their season on 
March 6th with a disappointing loss 
to Charlotte Christian, 7-6. Despite 
holding a 6-2 lead in the 3rd inning, 
the Charlotte Christian Knights battled 
their way back in the 4th and 5th, 
putting up five unanswered runs, with 
the Knights bullpen shutting down the 
Cougars to give Christian the victory.
  Although the Cougars hoped for a 
better outcome in their three game set 

against Marvin Ridge, Marvin was able 
to handle the Cougars with ease, beat-
ing them 11-0 in the first game, 6-2 in 
the second, and the third game of the 
set did not wind up being played. 
  In the first game against Marvin, the 
Cougars sent Senior Eastern Carolina 
University Commit Luke Taylor to the 
mound, and a 10 run first inning set the 
tone for the rest of the game. Senior 
Chris Hoefling and Junior Will Santuc-
ci went on to not give up any runs out 
of the bullpen; however their efforts 
weren’t enough, and Marvin Ridge 
downed the Cougars 11-0. Marvin 
Ridge Senior Pitcher Kyle McKernan, 
a Furman University commit, held the 
Cougars to just one hit, pitching a com-
plete game shutout.
  Catholic amounted more offense in 
the second game of the series; however 
it was in vain as Marvin Ridge was 
again victorious, 6-2. Catholic Uni-
versity Commit Cormac Terry pitched 
for the Cougars and gave up all 6 runs 
in his 6 innings pitched. The Cougars 
provided more offense than they did 
the night before, with Senior Dylan 
Chromy going 3-4 and a RBI on the 
evening, Charlotte Catholic still fell 

short. 
  Scheduling conflicts and cancella-
tions would lead the third game of 
their series to be cancelled; however, 
the Cougars would play Ardrey Kell 
High School on March 13th, their 
fourth game in seven days, and were 
defeated 5-3. Prior to the sports shut-
down, Ardrey Kell looked to be having 
another big year for baseball, holding a 
5-2 record through their first 7 games. 
Last year, they went 20-9 and before 
succumbing to Myers Park in the 4A 
Baseball Championship 
Tournament. 
  Following the Ardrey Kell 
game, the sports postpone-
ments went into effect, and 
games against teams such 
as Piedmont and Cuthbert-
son were cancelled. 
  Because the cancellations 
may be permanent, there is 
a chance that baseball se-
niors: Luke Taylor, Skyler 
Dunn, Cormac Terry, Chris 
Hoefling, Matt Hayek, 
Matthew Peine, Jake 
Johnson, Michael Corano, 
Justin Mansfield, Landon 

Ryals, and Dylan Chromy have all 
played their final games in the CCHS 
Uniform.  
  However, if the season does in fact 
resume, the first game back on track is 
scheduled to be April 6th against Wed-
dington High School. Although at the 
time, due to the chaos and uncertainty 
of the virus, the chances of Catholic 
baseball returning to the field on, or 
anytime around April 6th, appears to be 
slim. 
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March Madness Turns to March Sadness
PJ O’CONNELL
Staff Reporter
Thursday, March 12, 2020. A day that will 
be known in college basketball for the rest 
of its existence. For the first time in history, 
the annual NCAA Divison 1 Men’s Basket-
ball Tournament, or well known as “March 
Madness,”was canceled due to the fast-
spreading and dangerous coronavirus.  
  This incredibly fast spread of Covid-19 
caused many people around the world to 
panic. One of the biggest decisions to make 
was the Men’s College Basketball tourna-
ment, which would be played in all parts of 
the country and attract fans from near and 
far. Some games, just to name a few, would 
be played in Dayton, Ohio; Albany, New 
York; Staples Center in Los Angeles, The 
Toyota Center in Houston, Madison Square 
Garden in New York and the championship 
game at Mercedez-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. 
  On Sunday, March 8th, the presidents 
and commissioners of the NCAA met in an 
emergency board meeting to decide what to 
do about this pandemic. In a press confer-
ence later that day, the NCAA tournament 
was announced that it would play this year’s 
March Madness games without fans in 
attendance. This decision came after the an-
nouncement that the Golden State Warriors 
versus Brooklyn Nets NBA game would be 
played without fans in attendance as well. 
NCAA president Mark Emmert told ESPN, 

“We were hopeful at that point that we could 
still manage the events and protect the kids 
and a small number of family members and 
the coaches.”
  Although the fans would not be in contact 
with the players, the coaches still had a fear 
of their players and students getting the 
virus. Also in the afternoon on March 11th, 
two of the top teams competing in March 
Madness, Duke and Kansas, pulled their 
teams out of the tournament to prevent them 
from contracting the virus while travel-
ing. Duke’s coach Mike Krzyzewski said 
“The welfare of our student-athletes, and 
all students at Duke, is paramount, and this 
decision reflects that institutional priority”. 
This was one of the main factors that led the 
NCAA’s decision on March 12th.
  Following Duke and Kansas’ decision 
to drop out of the tournament, the NCAA 
board decided to completely cancel the 2020 
March Madness tournament. This was a 
huge shock to everyone. This was the first of 
many major events in the US to be canceled 
as the NBA season, MLB opening day, NHL 
season, and many more sports events were 
to follow this cancelation.
  Not only did this affect the fans, but 
even more the players and coaches. Those 
dominant seniors that would move on to the 
NBA next season wouldn’t get to play in the 

NCAA tournament, which has been many 
people’s dream to play in ever since they 
were young. 
  As seniors heard about this cancellation, 
they began to feel robbed of that “one 
shining moment.” Utah State senior guard 
Sam Merrill said, “Once the tournament 
was canceled, it took me a while to realize 
my career was over just out of nowhere.” 
Merrill hit a game-winning three-pointer to 
help the Aggies upset San Diego State in the 
Mountain West Tournament final; basically 
punching Utah State’s ticket to the March 
Madness tournament for the first time since 
2010. He went on to say, “everything we 
worked for last summer and this season was 
based on getting back to the NCAA tourna-
ment, and it’s tough to have that opportunity 
taken away by an unfortunate circumstance 
out of our control. We felt like we 
could do something special. Now 
that’s gone.” 
  Like Merrill, more than 800 college 
basketball players would have par-
ticipated in the bracket of 67 games 
across 14 locations. With March Mad-
ness serving as the pinnacle of players’ 
seasons and careers, March 12th’s 
news brought a sudden and shocking 
end to those 4 years of excitement for 
the tournament.

  However, Emmert has discussed plans for 
an extra year of eligibility for seniors, which 
could mean that they could play in the 
tournament next year. He sounded like many 
fans across the country who were devastated 
at the cancellation of an annual event that 
excites millions.
  As well as changing players’ and coaches’ 
plans for the tournament, this also affected 
the US economy. The cities that host these 
games would miss out on an individual $350 
million dollars and a total $2.2 billion dol-
lars revenue from the whole tournament. 
  Hopefully, the NCAA can come up with 
a solution to this unfortunate end to these 
player’s college careers and we can all enjoy 
this tournament which we all look forward 
to each and every upcoming year.

NBA Basketball Season Gets Cut Short
ALEXANDER NEWELL
Staff Reporter
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  The recent COVID-19 outbreak 
has caused the cancellation and 
suspension of the world’s favorite 
sports and events. The virus has 
basically put all of 
our lives on hold, as 
even groups of ten or 
more will be restricted 
for weeks and maybe 
months. 
  When NBA player 
Rudy Gobert tested 
positive for corona-
virus, the NBA was 
quick to suspend its 
season, as the virus is 
very contagious. Ac-
cording to an official 
statement from the league, “the 
NBA will use this hiatus to deter-
mine next steps for moving forward 
in regard to the coronavirus pan-
demic.” 
  Before Gobert tested positive, 
the NBA planned on games being 

played without fans in the crowd. 
Other notable names to have been 
diagnosed with coronavirus are 
Donovan Mitchell and Kevin Du-

rant, Durant being one of four Nets 
players to test positive. “As we all 
navigate the challenges that have 
arisen with COVID-19, there are 
many people impacted” Mitchell 
stated. 
  Fans were shocked to hear of the 

NBA’s cancellation and the cancel-
lation of all sports for the next few 
months. According to CCHS sopho-
more and Miami Heat fan Gabriel 

Lazcano, “Not being able to see the 
nba regularly has left me with a big 
square of time in my schedule that 
I don’t know how to fill.” Lazcano 
continued, “It has left me fairly 
bored and constantly trying to find 
different ways to entertain myself.”

  The NBA plans to continue their 
season later this spring or summer, 
immediately starting with the play-
offs. Some doubt that the amount 
of time they are giving the virus to 
slow down isn’t sufficient. ESPN 
analyst Steven A. Smith stated that 
he is “holding out hope.” Smith 
believes that the NBA’s season will 
likely be cancelled if players keep 
testing positive, and said that if a 
superstar like Lebron James were to 
be infected, “the NBA;s projections 
about June will soon go out the 
window.”
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Our Students Who Stock

MAC SIZELAND
Staff Reporter
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  Recessions and stock drops have 
plagued American history since the 
beginning, with seven of the worst 
percentage drops in the market hap-
pening this century-- and three in 
the past two weeks, according to the 
Washington Post. Economists world-
wide are speculating on the possible 
causes of this massive crash, from 
coronavirus panic to plunging oil 
prices due to Russia and Saudi Arabia 
flooding the market-- but most non-
professional traders are more focused 
on the results of this sudden disaster, 
including students from the Charlotte 
Catholic community.

  Peter Lowder, a senior who invested 
half of his college savings into Apple 
and Microsoft, comments “I had bad 
timing, starting only a week before 
the crash...Though nobody depends 
on the money I have in the market, 
It still hurts to see a large chunk of 
it disappear. During the first major 
week of losses, my portfolio went 
from 7% positive to 12% negative. 
However, I did not anticipate further 
losses so I bought more. My portfolio 
currently sits at 25% in the negative.” 
  Lowder is not alone in this shock 
and disappointment; most if not all 
students engaged in trading faced the 

same emotions 
when they 
heard about 
the first 7.79% 
the Dow Jones 
took March 
9-- Josh Capo-
nigro, another 
senior who 
invested in the 
stock market 
recently, said, 

“in percents, it doesn’t sound like a 
lot-- 6%, 4%-- but those little chang-
es represent huge disruptions. [The 
stock market’s] been getting higher 
and higher over the past year, and no 
one expected it to drop now.”
  Some hoped the administration 
would intervene, and on March 19th 
they did with a billion-dollar stimu-
lus that boosted the value of most 
major companies enough to keep 
them afloat--but that infusion was 
lost the next day when it suffered 
another 1,000 point loss, reducing the 
margin from 1,261 points to 160. 
  “The president’s doing everything 
he can,” argued junior Ryan Ma, 
who’s been interested in the stock 
market from an early age. “It’s not 
his fault everyone’s still panicking. 
He’s gonna make another plan, he’s 
not gonna let it get to a real reces-
sion.”
  Students who choose not to invest 
might still get saddled with fear, 
though, since many parents choose to 
fund their college educations through 
529 college plan accounts which use 

monthly payments to make invest-
ments in stocks and other more stable 
portfolios. 
  If this crash begins to drop further 
and affect more conservative invest-
ments, it could result in a sudden 
disappearance of money families 
believed would be there for the next 
few years. According to CNBC, if 
the market continues in its downturn, 
“around one in 10 investors [may 
liquidate] their entire 529 accounts” 
in order to cut their losses, as they 
did in the 2008 recession. 
  Students who do not follow the 
stock market like these mini-inves-
tors do may have trouble educating 
themselves on the nuts and bolts 
quickly enough to understand what’s 
happening in the economy right now, 
but it is crucial that they do as this 
crash gains momentum and more 
serious implications.

Students’ Jobs Shutdown
EMMA REILLY
Staff Reporter
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 Many students have part-time jobs 
that are necessary to save for col-
lege or for their plans after colleges. 
With the Coronavirus spreading to 
our community, many businesses 
and restaurants have taken precau-
tionary measures to fight the spread 
of the virus. They are cutting hours 
or closing altogether. 
 Hours at business and res-
taurants have been reduced signifi-
cantly. Mitchell Tanis, a senior at 
Charlotte Catholic, works at the 

Carolina Pa-
vilion Chic-
Fil-a location, 
where hours 
have been 
consider-
ably reduced. 
“Normally 
our store 
closes around 
10:00 based 
on how many 
customers we 

have, and cleaning takes around 30 
minutes so I leave around 10:30. 
On Wednesday, our store closed 
at 8:00, which caused some issues 
between customers who hadn’t real-
ized we closed earlier because of 
the virus. Apparently, this weekend 
the Chic-Fil-a chain of stores plan 
to close at 5:00 if the virus contin-
ues to spread. In addition to closing 
earlier, we also have the drive-
through only as we do a deep clean 

of the interior of the restaurant and 
wear gloves in every interaction.” 
With hours cut, students are not get-
ting as many hours to save money, 
including added pressure from 
customers with the constant change 
in response to the Coronavirus. 
 Some businesses have been 
entirely shut down where large 
groups of people gather, possibly 
contributing to the spread of the 
virus, such as gyms and restaurants 
that do not provide takeout op-
tions. Stephanie Falcone, a senior, 
works at MyGym children’s fitness 
center which has been entirely shut 
down amid the virus. “I completely 
understand the closure of the gym 
as children and their families’ safety 
is our number one priority. I am, 
however, anxious to get back to 
work because I need to save money 
for college and just in general.” 
 With the virus spreading, it 
is unknown when these businesses 

and corporations will reopen or re-
turn to their routine procedures and 
hours. Students affected by this are 
hoping and praying to return back 
to normal as soon as possible. 
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The COVID-19, more commonly known as 

the Coronavirus, outbreak that originated 

in China and has now taken the world by 

storm has had many terrible ripple effects, 

including the deaths of thousands of innocent 

people. However, amid the shutdown of all 

the world’s major sporting leagues and the 

race to find a vaccine for COVID-19, one 

effect that has flown more under-the-radar 

than some may have expected is the de-

lay of many of the worlds biggest movies. 

Numerous series continuations and summer 

blockbusters have announced that they won’t 

release until the outbreak is under control, 

with some postponing their launch date over 

a year.

  The newest film in the all-time great James 

Bond franchise, No Time To Die, starring 

Daniel Craig was originally slated for release 

in April 2020. The movie was expected to 

rake in hundreds of millions at the box of-

fice, but because of the fact that much of the 
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Students Scared for Sick Celebrities 
PATRICK SULLIVAN 
Staff Reporter
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  Although some believe the corona-
virus to be not as bad as people say, 
while others think it may be the end 
of the world, there is one common 
fact we can all agree on: the disease 
is very contagious. COVID-19 or 
coronavirus is nearly twice as con-
tagious as the seasonal flu, and that 
means more people will become 
infected from this virus than from 
the flu.
  Because of how contagious this 
disease is, not only will ordinary 
people get the coronavirus, but ce-
lebrities will as well. In the last sev-
eral weeks the celebrities who have 
tested positive have made head-
lines, getting much of the media’s 
attention. Because so little is known 
about the coronavirus, people are 
showing concern for their favorite 
athletes, actors, and public figures. 
  As of now, some celebrities 
who have tested positive include 
Tom and Rita Hanks, Colton Un-

derwood, Rudy Gobert, Cana-
dian Prime Minister’s wife Sofie 
Trudeau, Donovan Mitchel, Juven-
tus defender Daniele Rugani, and 
Prince Charles, just to name a few. 
  Although it is unfortunate that 
these famous people have this terri-
ble illness, they are helping to shine 
a light on what the disease is like. 
Several days ago Utah Jazz Center, 
Rudy Gobert came forward to tell 
his experience 
of the disease 
live on ESPN. 
He said, “I am 
fine but this is 
definitely not 
something to 
take lightly, 
and I remind 
all of you to 
wash your 
hands.” Several 
other celebri-
ties came for-

ward to tell of their experiences like 
Tom Hanks and Nga Nguyen who 
reminded people through social me-
dia to take the proper precautions.
  It is important that these famous 
people are taking stories of the 
disease out to the public, as more 
people will probably believe the 
stories directly from the source than 
from a health organization. Just 
like advertising a brand through 

a promotion, these celebrities are 
promoting caution to their fans, and 
many people will listen.
The celebrities also are helping to 
quiet any rumors or misconceptions 
regarding the disease through their 
stories. Donovan Mitchell, another 
Jazz player who tested positive and 
also donated $100,000 to help fight 
the virus said, “I am asymptomatic, 
and this is generally the scariest 
part of the disease because I can 
carry it without even knowing… 
If somebody told me to suit up for 
a seven-game series not know-
ing I had it, I would do it without 
hesitating.” 
  It is very likely all of these  
celebrities will recover since the 
death rate is very low, but through 
their accounts, awareness is being 
raised much higher and people are 
definitely becoming more cau-
tious.  
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movie was filmed in Italy, one of the worst 

hit countries by the Coronavirus, they were 

the first blockbuster to make a move, delay-

ing the film’s release to at least November 

2020.

  Disney made a move shortly after the 

World Health Organization officially de-

clared the Coronavirus outbreak a pandemic, 

postponing the live-action remake of Mulan, 

which was slated for a March 27 release, 

indefinitely and pausing production on all 

movies currently in production or shooting. 

They did not specify what movies could be 

affected, but Variety magazine reported that 

the list could include The Little Mermaid’s 

live action remake, Shang-Chi and the 

Legend of the Ten Rings, and the remake of 

Peter Pan.

The long-awaited conclusion of the Fast 

and Furious franchise was finally arriving 

with a May 2020 release date scheduled for 

F9, but the virus struck again, and after the 

same announcement by the WHO, produc-

ers announced the movie’s release would 

be postponed. The crazy part is that they 

didn’t postpone until further notice, but set 

a release date in April 2021, almost a year 

after the original plan. This shocking move 

is currently the longest postponement of any 

WILLIAM HICKS
Staff Reporter
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  On November 15, 2013, Sony re-
leased to the gaming market its new-
est console, the Playstation 4. Fol-
lowing suit, Microsoft released the 
Xbox One on November 22, 2013. 
Since the console’s were released at 
the same time for the same targeted 
market, many gamers began to debate 
which of the 
two was supe-
rior. Should one 
get an Xbox or a 
Ps4? 
  Overall, the 
Ps4 at the be-
ginning of the 
generation had a 
clear advantage 
on the Xbox. 
Not only did it 
outperform in 
statistics, it also 
consistently 
released great games exclusively 
for the Ps4. Coupled with the poor 
support for Xbox from Microsoft, 
Sony held a clear advantage over the 
console market for the majority of the 

2010’s. 
  However, with new bursts of sup-
port from Microsoft, Xbox was able 
to claim the title of “best console” 
by the end of the decade. Currently, 
Xbox is the both more consumer 
friendly and more powerful tool for 
many gamers. And with the release of 

information on the next generation of 
consoles, the battle continues. 
  On March 17, 2020, Xbox publicly 
released the statistics for the new 
“Xbox Series X.” Not only does the 

console promise to be around four 
times as powerful as the original 
Xbox, it also promises to be eight 
times faster and with a whole cata-
logue of new games. Many were 
ecstatic about this news, as they were 
hoping that Microsoft would not let 
them down as much as they had in 
2013. At that time, the battle was 
pretty much won for Xbox. It would 
be hard to top an announcement such 
as that.
  When Sony announced the Playsta-
tion 5, it was indeed less powerful 
than the new Xbox Series X. It was 
around 20% less powerful, in fact. 
The Xbox outperformed it in practi-
cally all classes, except for speed. 
But it hardley lacked even in that cat-
egory. As of now, it looks like Micro-
soft intends to reverse the situation 
they were in seven years ago and be 
the top dogs first this time.
The silver lining for Playstation fans 
is that it may sell for a cheaper price 
than the Xbox. Given that the new 
Xbox has so much more power, it 
would be reasonable to assume that 

it would market for a higher price. 
Even so, the prices at a maximum 
would be a fifty dollar difference, 
which is hardly a deciding factor 
when buying these machines to use 
for the better half of a decade. 
  It could be that Sony manages to 
turn this around before the official 
launch date with either an updated 
design or an amazing catalogue of 
games. Regardless,  the console wars 
and the debate for the better console 
shows no signs of slowing down 
anytime soon.
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Corona Takes Catholic Online 
LUCY MARTIN
Staff Reporter
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  Millions of students around the US 
have been affected by COVID-19, 
also referred to as the coronavirus, as 
their schools have shut down tempo-
rarily or in some cases for the rest of 
the academic year. Charlotte Catholic 
is one of these schools as they have 
closed until at least March 30.
  Since students are prohibited from 
returning to school, they have been 
taking online courses since March 17. 
Although some would say they prefer 
taking online courses than physically 
going to school, others would think 
the deprivation from interacting with 

friends and teachers 
is too difficult.
  I am one of the stu-
dents who is count-
ing down the days 
until I am allowed to 
return to school. It 
has only been three 
days in which I have 
begun participating 
in online school, but 
I am already bored.
A typical day for me 
during this coronavi-

rus quarantine begins at 9 am. I wake 
up and submit my online attendance 
for school. I then begin the work I 
have for all seven classes.
On average, it takes me around seven 
hours to complete my school work 
for the day. Each class gives assign-
ments through either google class-
room, Plusportals, turnitin.com, or 
Webassign. 
Many wonder how students are able 
to complete tasks given that we are 
not in school to learn content. Thank-
fully for the internet, some teachers 

provide links to videos that teach a 
certain section of a topic. That way, 
we can understand how to do the 
work that we are given.
Another question that some might 
ask is how do students take tests. I 
wondered this too, but after taking 
my first test online, I realized that 
teachers have come up with an effec-
tive way to assess their students.
Teachers are given specific days in 
which they can and cannot give tests. 
On the days that they can, they can 
create a test via websites such as 
Plusportals and Webassign. I took a 
physics test by answering multiple-
choice questions through Plusportals 
and completing the math portion of 
the test through Webassign.
Unlike a normal school day, students 
can choose when they want to com-
plete tasks from a certain subject. For 
example, if I want to start working on 
French before English, I can do so. 
As long as students complete the task 
before the deadline (usually before 
11:59 pm) they are free to work on 
subjects in whichever order they 

want.
Although the coronavirus has hin-
dered Charlotte Catholic’s plays, 
sports, and mission trips, students 
and teachers have found a way to 
stay on-task outside of school. The 
progress online school has allowed 
students to make will prepare them 
for their end of the year exams.



Coronavirus Causes Chaos
RACHEL DEROCHI
Staff Reporter
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It may be safe to say that the only 
thing on everyone’s mind is one 
thing: the coronavirus. Everywhere 
you look or go you are reminded 
of the coronavirus: School, restau-
rants, gyms, and anything else you 
could think of are closed. 
 As you glance into the pub-
lic, social media, and the news, you 
either see people roaming about like 
a normal day, enjoying the day off 
from school or work, or taking shel-
ter where they are safe from germs. 
There is one question on everyone’s 
mind: should you take shelter to 
play it safe or is the virus not that 
big a deal?  Are people over or un-
derreacting to this world pandemic? 
 I think that while the world 
is in an epidemic, there is definitely 
a lot of unnecessary panic going 
around. For example, if you walk 
into a grocery store, you will prob-
ably not be able to buy anything. 
Everyone has bought out all the 

food essentials, toilet-
ries, and home neces-
sities. 
Unfortunately, there 
is not a surplus of 
supplies to go around 
now. The news has 
been broadcasting 
pictures of the elderly, 
who are much more 
susceptible to the vi-
rus, struggling to pur-
chase basic necessities to survive. 
This is upsetting to a lot of people. 
On the other side of the perspective, 
many people have not been tak-
ing the coronavirus and its conta-
giousness very seriously. On all 
the beaches you could see people 
enjoying their free “spring break,” 
not having a care in the world about 
the worldwide crisis. Many have 
viewed this behavior as extremely 
rude and inconsiderate. 
While both views are understand-

able, I think that both sides may 
be wrong. I think that while there 
should be some social distancing 
taking place, it is wise to not panic 
in this time of worldwide uncer-
tainty. I think that there should be 
less panic, but more sanitation. All 
that people should worry about is 
making sure they are clean, healthy, 
and far apart. Buying out all of the 
grocery stores is unwise and only 
making matters worse for everyone. 
Overall, I think that there is way too 
much panic going on in the world, 

but there does need to be some 
precautions taking place to protect 
everyone from the coronavirus. 
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